[Diaphragmatic strength and ventilatory control in experimental hypothermia].
In ten lightly anaesthetized dogs breathing spontaneously, we studied diaphragmatic force generation (Pdi 10, 30, 100 Hz and single twitch) and ventilatory control (P 0, 1, Vt/Ti and respiratory frequency). We found CO2 retention proportional to hypothermia (Fig. 3). The TP was not changed while VMxA and VMxD decreased (Table 1). High frequency fatigue and low frequency potentiation were found (Fig. 1, 2). These changes do not explain CO2 retention which correlated with fall in central drive (P 0, 1, Vt/Ti, Fig. 3, 4) and respiratory timing (respiratory frequency, Fig. 4).